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****************Demography 160/260***************

HISTORICAL DEMOGRAPHY AND THE HISTORY OF WORLD POPULATIONS

Prof. David Reher

Demog 160: M,W 10-11:30am

Demog 260: M 3-5pm

Both located at Demography Dept. seminar room at 2232 Piedmont Ave.
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In this course the most salient events of past populations will be discussed in the light of what we know of human population processes today. Subjects covered include the Neolithic Revolution, population dynamics in Roman and medieval societies, the Black Death, the role of epidemic disease in past societies, the unprecedented die-off of Amerindian populations, Malthus and the limits to population growth imposed by available resources, pre-industrial demographic dynamics, the disappearance of major epidemics and the modern growth of human population, the period of mass transoceanic migration, the Demographic Transition in historic Europe and in the developing world, the present and future of human populations. Each of these themes will be discussed in the light of recent research and implications for population issues today will be drawn whenever pertinent. The course will also include an introduction to the field of Historical Demography, and the links it has with the Social Sciences. This course will help students deepen their understanding of the key role population processes have played for past human development. In turn, an awareness of past population dynamics sheds light on many of the issues facing human populations today. 

This course should be attractive for students of History, the Social Sciences, Demography, Economics, Biology and Public Health, mainly because of the role population issues play in these disciplines and the importance of the issues central to these disciplines for the history of human populations. The technical demands of the course will be low, though some knowledge of elementary statistics and of demographic analysis is useful.
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