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FOREWORD

How many of us have yawned over the lengthy recitals
of "begats" in the 01d Testament and fervently wished that
they had been omitted?

In olden times, ancestors were of prime importance.
"Joseph, because he was of the house and lineage of David,"
we read in St. Luke ITI:4. Through his antecedents, every
human being has remote contact with the very beginning of
mankind, whether in the Garden of Eden or the primeval ooze.

A person comprises many ingredients -- blood, flesh,
intellect, attributes —- the end result of his own special
heritage. This being 50, one would expect that information
about his own forebears would be of great interest to everyone.

Regrettably, however, this is not the case. Al1l
too many Americans are negative toward genealogy, even their
own. These become the "drop-outs" in the history of a sur-
name, ignoring courteous requests for family data. Whether
fearful of being sued for some mythical "family fortune" or
too obsessed with their personal privacy, who can say?

Such disinterest results in a family line being
left incomplete. What with the present mobility of our
population, the sealing of all Census records after 1900, and
the legislated inviolability of 20th Century birth, death and
marriage records in most states, a compiler is seldom able
to complete a family line down to 1980 without assistance from
the family members.

On the other hand, in the compilation of this volume,
I have encountered generous people who have gone to great
lengths to furnish data on their own and allied branches of
the Sidman and Sidnam families originating in Upstate New York.

These "angels" include: The late Maj. Frank Elliott
Sidman, and his widow, Jane Robson Sidman, of Portland, OR,
who graciously shared his father's extensive collection of
Sidmania; my cousin, Ralph Thompson Sidman, of Binghamton, NY;
Mrs. Bonny D. Virginia, of Solvay, NY; Mrs. Ted C. Masters, of
Carterville, MO; Mrs. Percy M. Williams, of Winnsboro, TX;




Christine Sidman, of Norton, KS; Mrs. Vale O. Ellis, of Steam-
boat Springs, CO; Mrs. Ralph McGuire, of Steamboat Springs,
CO; Mrs. Carl R. Kratzer, of Dixon, IL; Mrs. M. Lon Webb, of
Corvallis, ORj; Mrs. Irene Harp Lawson, of Joplin, MO; Mrs.
Robert D. Sidman, of Wellington, KS; and Mrs. Jim Tom
Akins, of Red Oak, TX. My thanks to them, and to all the
others who supplied family information.

The genealogical lectures of Dr. and Mrs. Kenn
Stryker-Rodda have been most instructive and stimulating.

To my long-time friend, Mrs. Dorothy S. Coleman,
of Washington, DC, I owe a great debt for her research, her
advice, and her encouragement of my project of tracing the
Sidmans of Upstate New York and their emigrant ancestor,
Lt. George Sydenham.

Above all, let me express My gratitude to my dear
husband, John H. Wachter, who has lived with the preparation
of this book -- 1in season and out -- for almost as long as he
has lived with me! Without his understanding of my hobby,
his patience in jaunting hither and yon and tramping through
muddy cemeteries, and his physical assistance in dragging
massive tomes from courthouse shelves, this compilation

could never have been completed.

No fact which cannot be documented has been stated
as such in this genealogy. Where an "educated guess'" has been
hazarded, it is clearly identified. Nevertheless, errors have
probably been made. Rather than criticize, I hope my readers
will help by sending to me whatever corrections and/or additions
may be needed.

Evelyn Sidman Wachter

1 May 1980

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

A 1ittle of each, and a little of all,

Of my ancestors back to the day of the Fall,
Much that is good, and some that is vile
Live on in me, as I search and compile.

Eternity glimmers behind and before,

As T earnestly strive to learn a bilit more
O0f those who were once as exuberant as 1
But are now only memories, dusty and dry.

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥
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PREFACE

The original form of Sidman was "Sydenham," as
spelled by the emigrant ancestor, Lt. George® Sydenham (pro-
nounced with a short "i" to rhyme with "1id."). In the second
generation, this was contracted to "Sidnam," which over the
years assumed various disguises. In the Albany, NY area, in
the 18th Century, German and Dutch settlers, who outnumbered
the English, spelled names as they sounded to their alien ears.
Moreover, in an era when comparatively few ordinary folk could
read or write, spelling was a matter of individual preference.
Thus, variations in the spelling of the surname have little
significance until at least the 1880's.

Variants of Sidman found in records of families
originating in Upstate New York include: Sidnam, Sydnam,
Sidnem, Sidnum, Sidnim, Sydman, Sidenane, Sidenham, Sidendam,
Sithnem, Seddoman, Sitteman, Setterman, Sittermon, Sitnoens,
Sytemon, Sitemore, Sidmore, Sidmon, Cittamon, Cittermon,

Citterman, Citmon, Citman, Citnam, Citman, and Lidman.

For a surname to qualify as a Sidman variant, it
must contain an "m" or an "n" in the middle of the word, and
an ending in "n" or "m" (or a conceivably mis-copieq look-alike,
such as "re.") Thus, while one may be tempted to welcome
"Sidam" and "Sedam" and "Suydam" into the Sidman clan, persons
of this surname are in fact descended from the prolific Dutch
family of "Suydam," which has never had any known connection

with "Sidman."

In Upstate New York, records for only about 7 per
cent of the 18th and 19th Century marriages are believed to be
extant; thus, 93 per cent are missing, destroyed, or were never
written. Because of this, many spouses, such as the wife of
George3 Sidnem, are lost to posterity.

But were not "missing persons" picked up by the
census records in the 19th Century? Ah, would that they had
been! First of all, since only heads of families were listed
in the first six censuses (1790-1840), women were rarely re-
corded by name. If a person shows up somewhere in g census, it
is proof that he was there at the time; but, if he does not
show up, 1t is no proof he was not there. Many early settlers

iii



fought shy of the census taker. Sparsely settled rural areas
were often missed. Also, if no one was at home when the census
taker appeared, he did not always bother to return, either
omitting that household from his tally or filling in the entry

by guesswork. Some census takers were probably drunk or lazy.
Moreover, all original returns were copied into final form by

men perhaps untrained in deciphering someone else's script and/or
careless about placing entries in their proper columns. So
census records can never be accepted as gospel truth, only as
guideposts. :

The church records which have survived for 100 to
300 years are valuable in tracing a family. Ministers of all
denominations were, however, in short supply in Upstate New
York, and some were itinerant, so the record of a marriage or
baptism in a specific parish is no proof that the parties were
residents of that area or members of the denomination. All
sects which ordained their ministers recognized the validity of
each other's sacraments.

In early America, some denominations, such as the
Reformed Dutch and the Lutheran, believed that infants who died
unbaptized were doomed to eternal damnation. Infant mortality
was, of course, high in the primitive and, by today's standards,
unsanitary conditions in which even the affluent lived. Hence,
it was customary to have an infant baptized within a week after
his birth, if at all possible.

The godparents, also known as sponsors or witnesses,
were pretty much de rigeur for Dutch and German baptisms in
the 17th, 18th and early 19th Centuries. These sponsors were
usually grandparents, or else related to the infant's father
or mother, depending on the side of the family from which the
child's name was to be chosen. The sponsors' names offer clues
to the identity of the infant's parents, when this is unknown
or in doubt.

For Dutch and German parents, there was a standar-
dized pattern for naming children, which was faithfully adhered
to until the mid-19th Century. The first daughter was named for
her paternal grandmother, the first son for his paternal grand-
father, the second daughter for her maternal grandmother, the
second son for his maternal grandfather. Thus, the children's
names provide an excellent clue to the identity of their parents.

Until 1880, no vital statistics were recorded by
the State of New York, and for many years thereafter, records of
only a fraction of the actual births, marriages and deaths were
sent to Albany for recording. In the west and mid-west, the

iv



dates when states first recorded vital statistics were con-
siderably later than 1880.

Unlike many genealogies, Sidman and Sidnam Families
of Upstate New York follows female lines of descent as well as
male. Regrettably, the Sidman surname has died out in many
branches of the family. We can only hope that those males who
still bear it will be able to perpetuate our surname, and wil]
let the compiler know about their children and grandchildren.

A genealogy is only a beginning. Like history it-
self, it can be interrupted, but never completed. The genera-
tions may be expected to "blossom and flourish like leaves on
a tree, and wither and perish" until the end of Time.

Evelyn Sidman Wachter (Mrs. John H.)
550 Clark Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

1 May 1980








































































































































